


THE SACRED PEAK

We can nd next to Compostela one of
the most well- known and mythic hills
of Galicia: the Sacred Peak. Elegant and
dominant over the valleys of the river Ulla,
source of countless legends and popular
tales, this mountain was worshiped by the
inhabitants of the area, before and aer
Christianism, ful lling an essential role in
the myth of transporting the body of Apostle
Saint James.

The pointed shape, able to stop and
undoing storms, the peculiar morphology
based on rocks of crystallized quartz, and
its height, nearly 600m. above sea level,
constitute an outline that works as a natural
lighthouse for visitors in the area.

The Sacred Peak marks the last stage in the
The Silver Way and The Winter Way. It is the
rst place from where there are seen the
longed towers of the cathedral, having so a
similar role as Monte do Gozo in the French

Route.

TRADITION AND LEGEND

According to the legend collected in the Codex
Calixtino, which tells the arrival of the body of the
Apostle to Galicia, famous deeds took place in the
Sacred Peak.

In those times the Queen Lupa was the owner of
the lands of Compostela and she dominated in
the area. The apostle’s disciples appealed to her
to provide them with a car and some oxen to move
the body to the the Field of Stars (Compostela).
The legend says that the Queen Lupa sent the
newcomers to the Sacred Peak, expecting that the
dragon and the wild bulls living there would kill
them.

The disciples, being about to be killed by the
dragon, gardian of the Peak, made the sign of the
cross bringing about the dragon’s death and the
taming of the bulls.

These marvellous events caused the conversion
of the queen and his vassals the new religion.

In addition to this important legend there are
some others coming directly from the people who
live the environment and whose protagonists are
characters from the traditional Galician mythology
such as the Moors or the snakes that inhabit the
mysterius caves found near the summit.

HISTORY

The relation between Compostela and
the Sacred Peak did that, aer the

rediscovery of the Apostle’s tomb in

the IX century, the bishop Sisnando |
founded a monastery near the summit
of the Peak. There came up to us
Romanesque parts of reconstructions
of the XI and XIlI century of San
Sebastian’s current chapel.

At few meters from this chapel one can
see, downhill, the parish A Granxa and
its church dedicated to Saint Lourenzo.
Its origin comes from the times
when the monks of Saint Sebastian
monastery needed a place to cultivate.
The main chapel of important historical
and artistic value, is of the XII century.

A medieval tower rose up in the summit
of the Peak, that protected the entry
of Compostela on the Silver Route
and from which we can still see some
remains.



